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Galvanizing our Energy Transition 
through Solar 

(GET Solar)
GET Solar 

We help you go solar!



• Businesses and Nonprofits (GET Solar TrailBlazers)
Businesses and Nonprofits can enter any time

• Businesses and Nonprofits in Selected Communities 
(GET Solar: Communities)

Round Three opens April 11th, 2023

• Municipalities (GET Solar Local Government)
GET Solar CONNECT program accepting applications now

• School Districts (GET Solar Schools)
Accepting applications now

• AgriSolar (GET Solar Farms)
Coming Soon! 

• Faith Communities (GET Solar Faith)
Coming Soon!

Who Does GET Solar Serve?



Free Technical Assistance for 
K-12 Schools in Pennsylvania



“GET Solar CONNECT” Opportunity

• Why? Explore Solar 
for Local Govts.

You Wanted… Focus on “municipal assets”, municipal property solar, technical assistance, 
capacity building, grants/funding mechanisms, help with developers… 

• How do we see it being 
implemented? Free for 
municipalities, CONNECT cohort, 
Apply by April 28th!



Now is a great 
time to go solar!

• Utility electricity costs have risen 
dramatically

• Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) has 
increased tax benefits substantially

• IRA allows for nonprofit 
organizations to benefit from tax 
benefits

• Financing available to ensure cash-
positive solar immediately or in first 
few years



Electricity Rate 
Increases

• Citizens’ Electric, up 26.6%
• Duquesne Light, up 17.3%
• PECO, up 8.1%
• Met-Ed, up 16.1%

• Penelec, up 35.4%

• Penn Power, up 22.7%

• PPL, up 38.3%

• UGI Electric, up 45.7%

• Wellsboro Electric, up 23.7%

• West Penn Power, up 44.6%



Inflation 
Reduction 
Act

Increased tax benefits for organizations going solar.

• 30% base tax credit

• Domestic Content Bonus Credit

• Energy Community Bonus Credit

• Low-Income Bonus Credit

Elective Payments – Tax-exempt organizations can receive a 
Direct Payment from the federal government based on tax 
benefits they can’t receive.



• Each PPA is a three-party agreement between a solar 
developer, a client, and a tax-equity investor.

• The tax-equity investor owns the solar installation and claims 
the tax benefits.

• The client, or host-site, receives cost saving benefits from the 
energy produced.

• After a certain period, the host-site may assume ownership of 
the installation.

• The tax-equity investor is responsible for operations and 
maintenance of the solar installation over the life of the 
agreement.

Power 
Purchase 
Agreement 
(PPA)



Long-term 
Power Purchase 
Agreements

•

•

•

•

•



Short-Term “Partnership 
Flip” Power Purchase 
Agreement

•

•

•



Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG)

Currently Open, $550M in the form of Grants OR Vouchers. Open to 'Formula Applicants' and 
Competitive Grants. Office Hours & Upcoming webinars available for further information

Formula Grant & Voucher Application- Money allocated directly to states, counties, and certain cities based on population size
• Awardees in our region

• PA (overall)- $3,021,720
• Allegheny- $751,200
• City of Pittsburgh- $337,960

Competitive Program
• Just launched- concept papers DUE JUNE 5TH, 2023, Local Governments can apply through January 2024
• Local Governments are encouraged to apply directly to the states-

• States required to sub-grant 60%+ to ineligible local governments
• Priority will be given to Justice 40 communities, areas designated as disadvantaged communities based on 

census data
• Entities encouraged to 'Team Up' with other organizations, communities, and local entities

• WEBINAR- APRIL 18TH 2P- 3p- EECGB: Competitive Program Introductory Webinar



GET Solar Process

1 2 3 4



Feasibility Study 

Get Solar (GS) team works with your staff 
to identify what locations are suitable for 
solar.

In the example below we found four key 
opportunities:

• Newly developed roof segment (Area A)

• Roof+Solar development (Area B)

• Quotes must include roof redevelopment

• Two ground mounts (Areas C,D)

Solar can be net metered to electricity 
meters anywhere within a 2-mile radius, 
so the systems do not necessarily need 
to be connected to the building



GET Solar Team provides an accurate 
projection of a solar design using an 
industry-standard solar design software, 
Helioscope

With an accurate design and your 
electricity bills we can estimate costs 
and savings

Feasibility Study 



With an accurate design and your 
electricity bills GET Solar Team can 
estimate costs and savings*

Feasibility Study 

*These are not the projections associated with the previous project slides



Request for Proposals Process
GET Solar Team Helps you Work with 
Solar Developers



•

•

•



Signed Letter of Intent and MOU are due 
Friday, May 12, 2023
• Provide a copy of recent electricity bill showing 12 

months of usage data.

• Participants are encouraged to provide additional 
relevant materials, such as: 
• documentation of any recent roof repairs
• blueprints 
• photographs of electricity infrastructure

• Applications can be found on our website at 
www.pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/

http://www.pasolarcenter.org/get-solar


• Go to pasolarcenter.org and click through to get to 
the GET Solar Connect page or go to 
https://pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/g-e-t-solar-
communities/connect/ for all relevant materials.

• Reach out to leo@pasolarcenter.org to ask 
questions or set up time to discuss your project.

https://pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/g-e-t-solar-communities/connect/
https://pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/g-e-t-solar-communities/connect/
mailto:leo@pasolarcenter.org


Want more information before submitting an 
application?

Fill out a prequalification survey on our website to get 
a high-level assessment of your solar potential.



Going Solar can 
be Simple



2023 Application period for interested municipalities – DUE DATE April 28th, 2023.
Take advantage of a free solar consulting service as GET Solar Team will do most of the work for you:

• G.E.T. Solar team works with you to assemble required materials
• G.E.T. Solar team releases Request for Proposals to solar developers for entire cohort, through Fall.
• G.E.T. Solar team assists municipalities:

• Solar Feasibility/Site Visit
• Interviewing/hosting developers
• Analyzing proposals
• Developing a financing strategy (including Power Purchase Agreements)

Leo Kowalski, leo@pasolarcenter.org

Director of Programming

Pennsylvania Solar Center

For more info 
please contact:

TO APPLY, VISIT https://pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/g-e-t-solar-communities/connect/

mailto:leo@pasolarcenter.org
https://pasolarcenter.org/get-solar/g-e-t-solar-communities/connect/
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