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Our Partners: Renewable Energy Farmers of
America

* Represents agricultural landowners
* Provides education, advocacy, and project guidance

* Connects developers with investment-ready communities

(-.\“‘ Renewable {Eelgclflltsllveey Director
r?’ E?enrgg rﬁggmem 630.242.6198

jeffr@renewableenergyfarmers.org
Renewableenergyfarmers.org
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Our Partners: World Resources Institute

* Global research organization
* Leads monitoring and evaluation

* Disseminates lessons nationally

Dr. Devashree Saha

WORLD Director
RESOURCES U.S. Clean Energy Program WRI
INSTITUTE devashree.saha@wri.orqg

WWW.Wri.ord
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COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS ARE CLEAR
BEFORE A PROJECT IS PROPOSED.

LAND USE POLICIES AND PERMITTING
PATHWAYS ARE TRANSPARENT AND WELL
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FOR BENEFITS AND
PARTNERSHIP ARE ALREADY DEFINED.

LOCAL LEADERS ARE PREPARED TO ENGAGE
CONSTRUCTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY.

DEVELOPERS ENTER WITH CLARITY,
PREDICTABILITY, AND ALIGNED ECONOMIC
INCENTIVES.







The Growing
Challenge

* 498 contested renewable energy projects
* 32% increase in resistance Y-O-Y
 30% delays or cancellations

* 755 counties restrict renewable energy
development
Sabin Center for Climate Change Law June 2025 Report

and
2026 USA TODAY investigation
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What Is Driving It Nationally

Local opposition is rising
Economic stress in rural communities

Developer approaches vary widely

Community engagement is
inconsistent

Community priorities differ by region




Investment Readiness =
More Successful Projects

Improves ! Reduces

permitting timeline
predictability volatility

\ Lowers J

capital
risk




This Is How We Optimize
Readiness

Early Alignment

 Early stakeholder mapping
 Community priority mapping
Preparation

* Pre-launch education

* Neutral facilitation
Implementation

 Structured benefit frameworks
 Community-specific strategy




What Investment Readiness
Achieves

For Developers

* Predictable permitting
 Lower project risk

» Faster development timelines
For Communities

* Early engagement

* Reduced conflict

* Clear benefits

For Policymakers

* Accelerated clean energy deployment
» Stronger rural economies

* More successful projects




Pilot Program In

cenma g

Policy Framework

. Stakeholder Financial Benefits
NEeUS Engagement Alignment Framework
Assessment
Localized data Formal facilitated Transparent Co-creation of
collection and process ensuring dialogue around tailored Community
listening sessions to  broad, inclusive economic Benefits
surface priorities and participation implications and Plan/Agreement
concerns potential benefits
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Align land use
regulations with
community-
approved
project

siting

Communities are
declared “ready” for
responsible clean

energy development



Measure
reductions in risk,
delay, and
opposition-- and
increase in
developer
confidence

Test and refine
de-risking
strategies
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Evaluate
engagement tools
and benefit
frameworks

Scale a replicable,
data-driven model



The Next Phase of
Renewable Energy Deployment

* Renewable energy growth will increasingly depend on
community alignment

e Investment-ready communities reduce conflict and
accelerate development

 The communities that prepare early will lead the nex
t

generation of clean energy investment

Join us in building the first network of investment-r
eady communities.




Questions?

‘*Lets work \
together!
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